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ST PETER’S CHURCH, ST ALBANS 

THE NEWSLETTER

Welcome to Issue Two of St 
Peter’s Newsletter.  Thank you 
for all the positive feedback we 
received following the first 
edition. The Newsletter is 
designed to let you know what’s 
been happening at St Peter's and 
a lot has been going on since the 
end of July,  

Anne’s last service was on 
Sunday 27th September and we 
had a farewell bring and share 
lunch in the Octagon room after 
the combined 10.30am service 
to celebrate Anne and Steve’s 
time with us. If you missed 
Anne’s sermon, you can read it 
in ‘The Vicar Writes’. Her 
consecration as the new Bishop 
of Aston in the Diocese of 
Birmingham is on Tuesday 29th 
September at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
If you are unable to attend the 

event, we will be covering it in 
the next Newsletter. 

It’s now a busy time ahead for St 
Peter’s as we begin the search 
for a new vicar. Den Parker 
explains the process in ‘From the 
Churchwardens’. 

We have articles covering our 
Patronal Festival, what the choir 
members have been up to this 
summer, Greenbelt 2015, Annie 
Brewster’s talk and we hear 
about the vicarage campout in 
the thunderstorm.  We also 
meet our Church Manager 
Moira Dean, find out what 
members of St Peter’s have been 
up to in ‘Community News’ and 
there is a ‘Nooks and Crannies’ 
quiz. Happy reading!

Becky Gillibrand

Welcome

A CHURCH FOR THE CITY 

WELCOMING ALL  
CELEBRATING LIFE  

SHARING THE JOURNEY
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Dates For The Diary 

Anne’s Consecration at St Paul’s 
Cathedral  
Tuesday 29th Sept 11am

Messy Church  
Friday 2nd Oct 10am

Harvest Festival followed by 
Blessing at Farmers’ Market  
Sunday 4th Oct 9:30am & 12 noon

Muslim/Christian Dialogue Dinner  
Monday 5th Oct 7:30pm

Lectio Divina  
Monday 5th Oct 8pm

Community Night  
Wednesday 7th Oct 7:15pm

Beaumont School 10th Year 
Anniversary Concert  
Saturday 10th Oct 7:30pm

Friends’ Themed Evensong  
Sunday 18th Oct 6:30pm 

Friends’ Wine Tasting Event  
Wednesday 21st Oct 7:30pm 

Contemplative Fire Gathering  
Sunday 25th Oct 6:30pm 

Forest Church All Hallows’ Eve  
Saturday 31st Oct 4pm 

Requiem Service for All Saints’  
Sunday 1st Nov10:30am 

Messy Church  
Friday 6th Nov 10am

Remembrance Evensong  
Sunday 8th Nov 6:30pm 

Sustainable St Albans Week  
21st - 28th Nov 

Friends’ Winter Fair  
Saturday 28th Nov 11am-4pm

Advent Carol Service  
Sunday 29th Nov 6:30pm

The Vicar Writes 
Sermon preached by Anne Hollinghurst at her final 
Eucharist and service of farewell, 27th Sept. 2015

Coming and going… 

My dad was very keen on 
Gilbert and Sullivan comic 
operas and was determined that 
I should grow up to be so too. 
The very first time I was taken 
to the theatre therefore was to 
the Gilbert and Sullivan opera - 
The Pirates of Penzance. One of 
my dad’s favourite bits was the 
scene with the police chorus. 
During these last three months 
since the announcement of my 
appointment as Bishop of Aston, 
I have felt a bit like the police 
chorus from that opera, being 
sent off on their rather daunting commission, but actually putting off 
their moment of departure whilst singing over and over again “we 
go, we go”! Until the Major General exclaims in exasperation, “yes, 
but you don’t go”! 

If you happen to spot me around St Albans in my dark glasses over 
the next few weeks, you may yourselves feel like exclaiming that! It is 
usual to have some gap between posts, but as our move to 
Birmingham will be a little delayed, we shall be around a bit longer 
than expected at this end. If you do bump into me, you are allowed 
to say hello! But, of course, as from Tuesday, I do cease to be vicar of 
St Peter’s and so this really is my last Sunday. The time to go has 
formally and finally arrived, and I can put off no longer the painful 
moment for me of saying goodbye to a community in which I have 
felt so very much at home. As much as I am responding in faith and 
joy to God’s call, albeit with some fear and trembling, (though I’m 
hoping there won’t be too many pirates in Birmingham), it is still 
very hard to leave a church and a city that I have come to love so 
deeply. 

The Christian metaphor of the life of faith as a journey is a central 
one, and it was the obvious one to take up again today as Steve and I 
really do take leave of St Peter’s. It is said that we all have really just 
one poem within us, perhaps it could be said too, just one sermon, 
and I’m sure you will recognise some enduring themes in my 
reflections today. I have had many weeks since the announcement to 
reflect on what it means to come and to go in obedience to God’s 
call, and to be reminded that in the Bible we encounter from the 
very beginning a God who calls – a God who often calls people away 
from ‘home’ physically, or certainly away from their comfort zones 
and familiar patterns, who calls them to become all that he has 
created them to be. 
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Abraham’s	  call	  

Our first reading from the letter to the Hebrews reminds us of the Old Testament story of the call of 
Abraham, the very founding narrative of the Jewish faith and ours. Abraham heard the call of God upon 
his life and set out not knowing where that call would ultimately lead, but trusting that the one who 
had called him to this new adventure would prove faithful. He couldn’t have guessed, and didn’t live to 
see, the ever greater and greater unfolding of God’s promise, extending to all humankind and indeed all 
creation in the person of Christ. He lived out his life as a wandering nomad, his ‘home’ only as 
permanent as the tent in which he sheltered. 

The writer of Hebrews also 
describes many other men and 
women in the Bible who 
responded to God’s call with 
similar trust. They are described 
as being like strangers and 
foreigners on the earth because 
they had their vision ultimately 
fixed on no earthly city, but on a 
future city whose architect and 
builder is God. They were, like all 
of us, looking for somewhere to 
call home, but they desired a 
better country, they were 
looking for the coming of God’s 
kingdom.

The call of Jesus  

In our reading from the Gospel of Luke, some of Jesus’ disciples are on a journey between Jerusalem 
and the village of Emmaus. They are in deep grief, shock and confusion, following the crucifixion of Jesus 
and loss of their beloved friend. They have also heard wild reports from some of the women disciples 
about angels and empty tombs. It is on the road that they meet a stranger, a seeming foreigner. The 
stranger falls in step with them. They find themselves speaking of their disappointment and dashed 
hopes of the teacher who had only been with them three years, but whom they had hoped was the one 
sent by God to save his people from oppression and bring in God’s promised kingdom. The stranger 
proves knowledgeable and interprets the events they have experienced as the fulfilment of God’s 
promises in the scriptures. 

For some reason they fail to recognise it is Jesus. We might guess it was something about how he 
appeared to them in risen form. Maybe he wore a traveller’s cloak and hood as some artists have 
suggested. Maybe it was the state of shock they were in, and after all, they weren’t expecting to see a 
dead man. Or maybe they were initially kept from recognising him by God. This is what the text seems 
to imply. It’s only as they gather at the table later that they finally recognise in this stranger their friend, 
taking bread, blessing it, breaking it and sharing it, as he had done so many times, and had done on that 
last night, at the last supper as it has been called, and that we will celebrate again today. They then 
become themselves evangelists like the women – that is simply ‘tellers of good news’, as they race back 
to Jerusalem to find the eleven and their companions and proclaim to them – “The Lord is risen!”.

That English word ‘companion’ is worth exploring, for it is derived from a Middle English/Anglo-French 
word of Latin influence meaning literally ‘with bread’. It refers to those with whom we sit down and 
share food and friendship. 
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Jesus’ ministry 

This story of the encounter on the road to Emmaus speaks of what was characteristic of Jesus’ ministry. 
It resonates not only with the story of the last supper, but with all the stories of shared suppers with 
which the gospels are full. Jesus does a lot of eating and drinking in the Bible! 

When I was attending my first College of Bishops meeting last week, I got talking to one bishop who 
had been with my husband at the Willson Carlisle College in Sheffield a few weeks back, which is where 
Steve teaches. Steve had been given the responsibility of hosting this bishop during his stay and for taking 
him out to supper. I learned something more of my husband’s reputation as the bishop gleefully reported 
that Steve had been warned by the college to spend no more than a “normal” person might spend on 
quantities of food and drink!

Steve’s side of the story, I hasten to add, is that after a nice but modest supper and couple of beers, it 
was the bishop who wanted to go on to another pub, so of course as host, Steve simply had to 
accompany him – a companion in beer as well as in bread! 

A number of people have commented to me how over recent years there has been a lot of eating and 
drinking at St Peter’s too. I guess I do believe this is part of the Gospel way of life and a mark of the 
generous hospitality of God. Good coffee, celebratory cakes, and yes, where appropriate, wine, 
opportunities for community meals and community lunches, are all a part of what it means to celebrate 
life and in particular the abundant, generous, overflowing life that is a gift of God to all who seek it. I like 
to think such a ministry in food and drink faithfully echoes something of the ministry of Jesus. He was of 
course criticised for his apparent liking of parties, and especially for partying with sinners. (I don’t think 
I’ve partied with too many sinners whilst I’ve been here – unless you count going to the pub with the 
choir after evensong…).

At the heart of being truly human, at the heart of being truly spiritual, at the heart of Christ is a 
generous hospitality and delight in companionship that reflects the nature of the triune God in whose 
image we are made. Companionship was at the heart of Jesus’ call to discipleship. His call to his disciples 
was, and is, “follow me” – come with me – accompany me – taste and see. He doesn’t demand aspiring 
disciples sign up in advance to a set of beliefs, or that they be able to theologically articulate and 
ultimately convince others of the meaning of his cross and resurrection. It is a call simply to accompany 
him, and it is in the accompanying that true disciples are formed.

This accompanying of Jesus also means joining a group of other disciples. It means accompanying one 
another. It means unfolding the scriptures together, praying together, learning together, and it involves 
sharing bread and wine and friendship around a table. It is a way of living that Jesus offers and that he 
continues to offer today. A transformative way of living that is the secret of the transformation of our 
human communities into communities where all people may flourish, and of our societies into places 
where justice and mercy meet. 
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The Celtic way – a community of pilgrims 

On the cope that I will wear as a bishop I will have iconography from the life of St Hilda and St Brigid – 
two inspiring leaders of the early Celtic and Saxon church in these lands. They planted monastic 
communities of both men and women, which welcomed in and nurtured the gifts and contribution of all 
– lay and monastic. They in effect created what the writer Ray Simpson has recently described as 
Christian villages of prayer, learning and hospitality. I believe it was Jesus-style discipleship. 

It was through these villages/these communities, built up around a monastic heart, that Celtic Christianity 
really took root in our islands, in a way that Roman Christianity before it really hadn’t. A way of life was 
learned, and from these villages and communities, Celtic missionaries then went out to establish new 
communities, as also did Hilda and Brigid. 

At St Peter’s we have talked in our vision about building a Christ-centred community at the heart of 
church life. It’s a bit of a monastic idea, I suppose. We have wanted to be a church for our whole city – 
welcoming all with a generous hospitality, celebrating life and walking with people through all its joys and 
sorrows, but also we have wanted to share the journey of faith with all who travel with us. 

To share a journey, we must be on a journey 
ourselves, and we have sought to encourage one 
another on that journey through varied 
opportunities for prayer, learning and fellowship, 
realising that to be authentic church, this needs to 
lie behind all the outward focused activity. Even in 
this my last sermon, may I commend to you 
therefore the importance of the opportunities 
you have here to be a part of this, through the all-
important Community Nights, Community Coffee 
Time on a Sunday, home Bible study groups, 
various prayer and contemplation groups, and 
many other ways. 

As Steve and I now leave St Peter’s 

In my early days here, as we got down to some serious discernment of what God’s particular call for St 
Peter’s might be at this time, we reflected on an aspect of St Peter’s past as a church established for 
pilgrims who were drawn to visit the shrine of St Alban. St Albans was, and is again, a city for pilgrims. St 
Peter’s was, and seeks to be, a church for pilgrims too. Hospitality and welcome of the visitor and 
stranger are an important aspect of the character of both city and city-church, I would suggest. But we 
also saw that the community of St Peter’s was itself called to be a pilgrim community, made up of those 
who were themselves on a journey of faith. 

We are all to some extent strangers passing through in this life, and all things are temporary – not just 
pilgrim vicars! But the life of faith is very much a pilgrimage too, for which God gives us the joy of others 
in whose company we may walk for a while. God creates about us communities of the road – 
communities that are never static therefore, but communities all the same.  

Knowing that it really is now for Steve and for me, “time to go” - our time to part company with St 
Peter’s, I know that I let go very reluctantly indeed of the community and companionship that have meant 
so much to me here. As I have pondered what to say today that seems in any way an adequate message 
for this moment, I was given some simple words, gentle words and yet challenging words – marks of the 
authentic voice of Christ, I believe, who says to us “be thankful”, and also “follow me”.   
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I am reminded of the words of Dag 
Hammarskjöld, former United Nations Secretary-
General, author and Nobel Peace Prize recipient, 
when he said - “For all that has been thanks, to all 
that will be - yes”.

Thankfulness is the key to all stages of the journey 
of life and faith. It sets us free to live in the 
present moment, to hear and follow God’s call 
with joy, and to serve God and one another. I 
hope that you too share a sense of thankfulness 
for all you have shared so far in the life and 
journey of St Peter’s community – which for some 
will be over many more years than I have been with you. I also hope that as true pilgrims you will always 
be able to look beyond to the new and exciting thing that God will do, and to the city whose architect and 
builder is God. 

The God of the journey calls each one of us here, calls this church community, and calls this city, to the 
fullness of God’s good purposes - to the building no less of God’s kingdom of justice, peace, and love. May 
we all be enabled to say with joy and with courage - for all that has been thanks, (thank you so much), and 
to all that will be - for me, and for St Peter’s, and for St Albans, to all that will be - yes! 

Scripture Readings: Hebrews 11.8-16; Luke 24.13-36.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dag_Hammarskj%C3%B6ld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations%22%20%5Co%20%22w:United%20Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Secretary-General%22%20%5Co%20%22w:United%20Nations%20Secretary-General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize%22%20%5Co%20%22w:Nobel%20Peace%20Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dag_Hammarskj%C3%B6ld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations%22%20%5Co%20%22w:United%20Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Secretary-General%22%20%5Co%20%22w:United%20Nations%20Secretary-General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize%22%20%5Co%20%22w:Nobel%20Peace%20Prize
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From the Churchwardens 
by Den Parker, Churchwarden and Lay Vice-Chair of the PCC

The forthcoming interregnum and the process of finding a new Vicar 

Some of you may be wondering how we will manage the 
interregnum (i.e. period of vacancy) which commences on 
29th September when Anne Hollinghurst leaves St Peter's and 
is consecrated as Bishop of Aston at St Paul's Cathedral.  Of 
course we will also need to manage the process of finding a 
new Vicar.  Fortunately, these things are laid down in legislation 
and the supporting documentation which the Churchwardens 
have received from the Archdeacon, whom they have met to 
clarify the necessary processes.  During the period of vacancy, 
as the officers of the Bishop, the Churchwardens are formally 
responsible for running the church and will receive support 
from the Rural Dean. Our priority is to ensure continuity of 
an adequate schedule of services.  The Ministry Team is 
arranging for all services which have normally been held to 
continue during the vacancy, and arrangements have already 
been formulated up to the first Sunday after Christmas.   

It is the custom and practice of the Anglican Church not to 
begin discussing the kind of individual to seek until the 
incumbent has left.  We therefore plan to commence this 

process at the beginning of October.  Bishop Michael's office has already contacted us and it has been 
agreed that he will meet the Parochial Church Council (PCC) on 4th November for an informal discussion 
about the parish's needs.  The Bishop has also been in touch with our patron, the Crown, and in due course 
the Crown representative will present us with a candidate and, if necessary, more than one for 
consideration and interview.  However, prior to this and on 25th November, the PCC will be asked to elect 
two of its members to interview for the new appointment. By law the appointment is then in the hands of 
these persons.  A Parish Profile comprising a range of information about the Parish will be formulated and 
the PCC will be asked to approve it on 25th November.  This Profile will inform the Crown representative 
and Bishop about how we see our future needs and will contain an important statement about the profile 
of the person being sought.  Thereafter, the Crown representative and selection panel will be seeking a 
candidate who satisfactorily matches this profile.  We Churchwardens will want to hear your views on the 
kind of minister that St Peter’s now needs.  Steps have already been formulated to seek your views and 
more information about the opportunities to do so will be made available in early October.  Also, if you 
wish, you may write to the Churchwardens, care of the Church Office, stating your views as long as you 
give your name and the group(s) that you belong to in the church (e.g. the service that you normally attend 
and/or your current role(s) in the church).  The deadline for views to reach us is 25th October.

Although we hope to have made an appointment during the early part of 2016, the interregnum may last up 
to 12 months especially, for example, if the candidate selected has children who need to move school.  If we 
are able to find a new Vicar in a shorter time and this person is able to start earlier, then it may not take 
this long. The period of vacancy is likely to be challenging in various ways, particularly because the Ministry 
Team will be more thinly resourced.  So we will need to pull together to make things work. We ask for your 
forbearance if very occasionally things don’t quite go as intended.  
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Wine Tasting Event 
Organised by the Friends of St Peter’s

Do you know your Malbec from your Merlot, your Chardonnay from your 
Viognier? Whether you're knowledgeable, new to wine or just want to find 
more wines to enjoy, this is a great opportunity to try some different wines 
whilst socialising with people from St Peter's.

On Wednesday 21st October the Friends of St Peter's are hosting a cheese 
and wine tasting event. Led by Flagship Wines, each guest will be led through a 
tasting journey, trying four white and four red wines, accompanied by a 
cheeseboard and nibbles.

Flagship Wines are an exciting, innovative and independent wine merchant 
established in St Albans since 2004. They offer excellent wines with 
outstanding wine knowledge and frequently run tasting events. The company 
has a strong local following that extends out into Hertfordshire and beyond. 
Many of their wines are from small wineries producing unusual wines that are 
not available on the high street.

The event will start at 7:30pm in the Octagon room. Tickets cost £15 per person and should be bought 
in advance.  To purchase tickets please contact either:

• Peter Court  (Tel: 01727 873635, Email: peter.e.court@gmail.com)

• Robin Farrar (Tel: 01727 832621, Email: robin@robinfarrar.co.uk,  Address: 8 Palfrey Close, St Albans, AL3 
5RE). 

Please include a cheque made payable to The Friends of St Peter's with postal applications.

mailto:peter.e.court@gmail.com
mailto:robin@robinfarrar.co.uk
mailto:peter.e.court@gmail.com
mailto:robin@robinfarrar.co.uk
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Patronal Festival and the Company of Servers 
by Dee Court and Rebecca Gillibrand

On Sunday 28th June we celebrated the 
feast day of our Patron Saint at St Peter's. 
There was plenty happening to mark the 
occasion. At 10:30am there was one 
service, a Celebration Eucharist, replacing 
the 9:30am and 11:30 am services. All our 
choirs were in attendance and we were 
joined by friends from Marlborough Road 
Methodist Church. The church was full and 
there was a great atmosphere. The service, 
in addition to being the Patronal Festival, 
included a special element, as eight of our 
ten servers were admitted to The Company 
of Servers.  (Our two other servers were 
admitted on 6th September.)

The Company of Servers was formed in the spring of 2009 for all who are servers in the Anglican 
Communion.  Membership is open to all ages, from the youngest, newest server, to those who have 
dedicated many years of service.  Members are known as Companions and become part of a national and 
international community of friendship, teaching, learning and support.  The ministry of servers is a quiet one 
and often goes unnoticed but makes an enormous contribution to worship, whether in a tiny village church 
or a great cathedral. The Company of Servers hopes to raise not only an understanding of the hows and 
whys of serving but also encourage those who serve already to continue and feel valued. 

At St Peter’s we decided last year to explore joining the Company of Servers, St Albans Chapter.  Our 
servers had meetings with Anne and Richard to explore what serving means and what joining the Company 
of Servers would mean.  Through raising awareness of the ministry of those who serve at the altar it is 
hoped that others will begin to explore this essential role in the service of God and his Church.
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Following the service the congregation enjoyed a celebration bring and share picnic, the mood of which 
wasn't dampened by the rain determined to fall all day. The shared picnic table was laden with treats 
including sandwiches, dips, olives, crudités, bowls of strawberries, a cheeseboard and wine or juice to wash 
it down. The Octagon room was buzzing and it was lovely to see regulars from St Peter's and Marlborough 
Road sitting together in the service and enjoying the picnic afterwards. In the churchyard some marquees 
had been erected and there were some games for the children and live jazz and folk music as the ‘Summer 
Specials’ (alias the Dwyer/Hollinghurst band) returned by popular demand!  

The day was rounded off by a special festive choral evensong at 6:30pm which concluded our celebration 
of Petertide.

 Nooks and Crannies
Welcome to our new quiz section. Here are some photos of something or somewhere in St Peter’s. Can 
you guess what or where they are? Answers on page 16.

                            Photo 1                                                                   Photo 2

Photo 3 Photo 4
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Music and Choirs Update 
by Alex Hall

Whilst the Summer holiday is a time when St Peter’s choirs have a break from singing the regular Sunday 
services at church, our choirs have not been resting on their laurels during the break.

This year’s biennial choir trip was a visit to Edinburgh.  From 2nd 
to 7th August, our choirs spent a few days in the Scottish capital, 
singing a concert in Earlston on 3rd August and Evensong at St 
Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral on 4th and 5th August.  There was also 
time for a bit of sightseeing, including a fascinating boat trip to the 
Falkirk Wheel.  A full report of the Edinburgh trip will appear in 
the Newsletter in due course.

Following the Edinburgh trip, many of the gentlemen found that they simply could not cope without their 
regular dose of church music.  Accordingly, Graham Rees spent his usual week with Schola Cantorum at 
Tewkesbury Abbey; Geoff Ward had a weekend at Liverpool 
Cathedral with The Blythburgh Singers; Roy Cervenka and 
David Cross spent a few days singing again with St Mary’s 
Ecumenical Choir from Shropshire (as you do if you live near St 
Albans!), this time at Ripon Cathedral; and Alex Hall sang 
Evensong down the road at the Abbey with the choir of 
Wantage Parish Church.  To finish the summer, six of the men – 
Roy Cervenka, Tim Herbert, Graham Rees, Geoff Ward, Mark 
Waller and Julian Cable – sang for the weekend with The 
Kingsbury Singers, also on home territory at St Albans Abbey. As 
one of them remarked, it’s really a case of “have voice, will 
travel…” .

In the meantime, whilst the usual team was away, a crack squad of visiting organists was deployed at St 
Peter’s to keep the music on track at the Sunday services – many of whom delighted in the opportunity to 
put St Peter’s organ through its paces.

It being September, normal service(s) will now be 
resumed.  However, a few things to look out for:

• Paul Smith and Alex Hall will be joining De Profundis 
(the Cambridge-based all-male early music vocal 
ensemble) for a concert of Venetian Renaissance 
choral music in Trinity College Chapel, Cambridge, on 
26th September.

• David Smith will be appearing in the Radlett Players’ 
production of Yes, Prime Minister at the Radlett Centre 
from 4th to 7th November.  Break a leg, Smudge!

The next few months will also see a host of musical events at St Peter’s – concerts, recitals, and services – 
all featuring local talent.  Please do support these occasions and keep an eye on the church website and 
notice boards for details of forthcoming events.

A final thought: whilst visiting Normandy this summer, I enjoyed exploring the magnificent cathedral in 
Coutances.  At the time, it was hosting a month-long festival of sacred music.  However, there was no choral 
music at all in the programme.  We really are lucky that the centuries-old choral tradition is maintained in 
this country, and particularly that it continues to thrive at our parish church.  Thank you to all who are 
involved in sustaining it.
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Annie Brewster’s Talk 
by Robin Farrar, Chairman of the Friends

The Friends social season took off in style mid- 
September courtesy of a brilliant talk from our guest 
speaker Councillor Annie Brewster JP.	  

Some 30-odd souls, including a small band of brand 
new members, enjoyed a glass of Bucks Fizz in the 
Chancel before moving through to the Octagon 
room, there to be thoroughly entertained and 
enthralled for the next 90 minutes.	  

Annie split her presentation into two parts, opening with a fascinating insight into her year as the City’s 
Mayor in 2013 and illustrating, with a string of personal observations, why her term of office will go down 
as probably the most dynamic, colourful and progressive in living memory. Our former first citizen has a 
reputation for not being able to refuse any challenge put in her way and we heard how Annie managed 
hundreds of commitments during her whirlwind period of tenure including testing out the district’s new 
beach volleyball courts, plunging into St Albans lido and arriving to an historical celebration on horseback 
in full regalia.  A new record in fund raising was also set for The Mayor’s Charity from which The Living 
Room, a charity close to the hearts of St Peter’s, and a number of children’s related causes duly benefited.	  

Our speaker then brought proceedings up to date by describing her current activities as portfolio holder 
on the District Council for Sport, Heritage and Leisure. The audience’s attention was focussed mainly on 
the exciting plans which are now in an advanced state of progress for the proposed new Museum of St 
Albans at the old Town Hall which will supersede the current one in Hatfield Road, soon to close its 
doors for the last time.	  

The plans and artists’ impressions presented suggest that when the work is finished in 2016/17 we shall 
have once again a building worthy of this wonderful city of ours. Some £1.5m is left to raise of the £7.75m 
project and donations from organisations and individuals alike are very much welcomed. Contact 

www.renaissancestalbans.org.uk.	  Councillor Brewster is a regular visitor to, and faithful supporter of, St 
Peter’s and we wish her the best of luck in her tireless work on our behalf.

 Friends’  Winter Fair - Sat 28th November, 11am-4pm
Our first ever Winter Fair is beginning to take shape. Being the day before Advent Sunday we are keen to give 
proceedings a Christmas feel, not least by the early appearance of Santa Claus and a seasonal theme to the 
stalls, games, refreshments and music, all going on inside the church. Unlike its Summer counterpart, where third 
party stalls are prominent, the emphasis in November will be on our own initiatives, and to date there is planned 
a jewellery stall, bric a brac, Fairtrade, Friends’ stalls and a Tombola.  We are also inviting a selected number of 
local charities to participate free of charge. 

To help make our inaugural event a success we will need a generous amount of physical support on the day 
between 11am and 4pm. Please let Robin or any member of the Friends’ committee know if you can help, 
indicating hours available and any preferences for duties. (Robin 01727 832621 robin@robinfarrar.co.uk )

p.s. We have received numerous offers to bake cakes but as Mary Berry is unfortunately indisposed we are still 
looking for a volunteer to organise a cake stall.

http://www.renaissancestalbans.org.uk/
http://www.renaissancestalbans.org.uk/
mailto:robin@robinfarrar.co.uk
mailto:robin@robinfarrar.co.uk
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Vicarage Camp Out  
by Eleanor Sollis

The vicarage camp out in July was a lot of fun. We did a variety 
of things like blind football, rounders (which was boys against 
girls and the boys thrashed us!) telling stories round the 
campfire and eating marshmallows (that was my favourite part).

We started by playing games like ‘it’ and ‘forty forty home’, and 
then the girls went to choir and the boys did after that. Then we 
played rounders and had a BBQ.  Anne led us around the 
churchyard and church with candles as we chanted Taize.  

Afterwards we sat under the event shelter and drank hot 
chocolate and sang the latest songs. The two Steves (my 
dad and the priest) lit the campfire and Steve the priest 
told us a story around the campfire, eating marshmallows. 
Then we all dispersed into our tents. I was with Harriet, 
Pippa, Holly, Stephanie and Emily. We were now all settled in 
and this was when the huge storm started! It got louder 
and louder, then Kat came in to our tent because the 
younger ones were scared. Eventually we all got to sleep 
but it was really late. That was the scariest and funniest 
camping I have ever done. 

 Subscribe to The Newsletter

If you would like to subscribe to The Newsletter, send an email to (rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com) 
and we will add your details to the mailing list. 

Alternatively hard copies are available in church and The Newsletter is on our website.
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Greenbelt 2015 
by Jos Perris

We arrived at the camp site on Friday 29th August, excited 
about the range of different speakers and shows that were 
planned for the weekend.

Having walked around the whole site and worked out where 
everything was, we went to The Grove to the Opening 
gathering of St Albans Forest Church.  There were about 70 
people who came and Barbara led the group in a creative way 
that inspired us through the Holy Spirit’s engagement with 
nature and the world around us.  We talked to the ground and 
to the trees!  We gave thanks for all the good things that had 
happened across the Forest Churches through eating delicious 
flapjacks and drinking apple juice.  We then acknowledged those 
events that were less fruitful or did not reach fruition, through 
crumbling a dead leaf back into the ground to regenerate.  

On Saturday, we listened to Giles Fraser who spoke on the 
subject of ‘Helplessness’ and explored Augustine and Pelagius’ 
theology in relation to Freud.  He likened the Augustine’s theory 
of Church to an AA meeting, where you turn up, acknowledge 
your helplessness and need for help.  Fraser suggested that as 
babies we are unable to control our own sources of satisfaction 
(being dependent on an adult) and our life therefore is a 
recovery from the childhood trauma.  We develop strategies to 
cope which could be to deny our needs/desires or to develop a 
way to self-satisfy.

Fraser was reinforcing the importance of us needing others and 
others needing us which he believes is reflected in Augustine’s 
theology but not Pelagius.  We need to be prepared to be 
vulnerable.  He shared a personal story about how his mother 
had said that when the time comes she would like to go to 
Switzerland and be in control of her own death.  

Fraser is vehemently against ‘assisted suicide’ as he says it is 
reinforcing the model of individualism and reinforcing the fear 
of vulnerability.  The world will become a place of self-satisfiers.   
He said: ‘I want to live in a world where I look after you and 
you look after me.  The reality is I might let you down and you 
might let me down.  But that is ok.  Society has a fear of 
dependency and a fear of being a burden.  We need God’s grace 
and we are an agent to one another.  We need to learn to live 
where our needs are not always met instantly and we need to 
see helplessness not as a curse but as a gift.’

In the afternoon, we saw a great magician’s show, a brilliant 
acrobatic show and then a great comedy.
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On Sunday, we shared in the Communion Service with all 8,000 people there which was very 
powerful.  The kids then tumbled down The Mount for several hours!

In the afternoon, we heard Kathryn Welby-
Roberts talk about depression, anxiety and 
chronic fatigue syndrome.  She told us how so 
often Christians talk about healing and talk about 
the before and the after in terms of a miracle 
having taken place.  But she shared with us the 
importance of being prepared to walk alongside 
someone who continues to suffer from 
depression, someone who has a strong faith but 
does not feel that they have experienced any 
form of healing yet.  She talked about all those 
with words of wisdom and guidance and how 
she does not want any of it.  She wants people to 
be ok with being with her, whatever stage her 
illness is at, on that day (as each day varies).  She 

sees her illness as a long-term journey and there may not be a miraculous healing but she has a very 
strong faith and knows that God walks alongside her.

On Sunday evening and night it poured with rain relentlessly!

On Monday we enjoyed Kate Botley who was very funny and enjoyable.  
She shared her experience on Gogglebox and whilst it has been great fun 
and she has loved it, there have been some serious challenges and she 
admitted to making a few errors of judgement in what she has said, 
either on the programme or on social media.

What struck me the most about the three talks we went to were how 
open and honest they were.  Giles shared his therapy experience with us, 
Kathryn shared her ongoing depression and Kate admitted to being a 
complete show off!

The weekend ended with a ‘Fikka’ at The Grove, in the rain, under a tree, where Steve did some beer 
and ale tasting and I offered different types of chocolate and a chocolate fondue with a difference, 
dipping different vegetables, whilst Steve shared a great story about King Lear and the power of salt!

Altogether a great family weekend, albeit a bit wet by the end, with a combination of great talks, great 
shows, great music, great spirituality and lots of laughter!  

 Muslim/Christian Dialogue Dinner 

When: Monday 5th October, 7:30pm.

Where:  Abbey Spice Restaurant, 66-68 Stanhope Road, St Albans. 

Cost: Approx £15.

Contact: Please let Tony Hurle (tony@stpauls-stalbans.org)  
or Akhtar Zaman (07799 894448) know if you would like to attend. 

mailto:tony@stpauls-stalbans.org
mailto:tony@stpauls-stalbans.org
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EasyFundraising 
by Peter Court

Free money! Can money really be free? In simple terms – yes. But you have to work to obtain it. Just as 
17 people have done since 1st January 2015. They have raised £108.82 for St Peter’s just by shopping 
online via the EasyFundraising website. Even HMRC has helped in giving St Peters £10.84 in Gift Aid. 

How does it work? Many firms wish to be altruistic in supporting society but to do this they have to seek 
out causes to support. St Peter’s is such a cause looking for support. A middleman has come to the rescue, 
EasyFundraising, who do all the hard work of number crunching. All you have to do is sign up. Easy. There is 
even an option to Gift Aid if eligible.

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterschurchstalbans

There are over 2,700 firms who have signed up to EasyFundraising. Many national and well known, some 
small and local. Amazon, John Lewis, Waitrose, Tesco, Boots, Clarks, Marks and Spencer, Photobox, Moonpig, 
British Gas, travel and insurance companies. Once you have signed up to EasyFundraising, each time you 
shop online a reminder banner will appear at the top of the page asking if you wish to support your cause. 
Click yes, then once your transaction has taken place a percentage of your purchase price will be passed 
to St Peter’s. For smartphone users there is an EasyFundraising app you can download from the App Store.

With peak internet shopping for Christmas approaching join EasyFundraising and support St Peter’s.

For help and more information please contact Peter Court: 01727 873635, peter.e.court@gmail.com

Nooks and Crannies Answers 
1)	  Bird’s	  nest	  in	  window	  of	  tower	  spiral	  staircase	  
  

2)	  Old	  organ	  pipes	  above	  choir	  vestry	  door	  

3)	  Memorial	  behind	  the	  organ	  

4)	  Southwest	  turret	  top	  (from	  inside)	  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterschurchstalbans
mailto:peter.e.court@gmail.com
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterschurchstalbans
mailto:peter.e.court@gmail.com
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Let’s Meet Moira Dean 
Church Manager at St Peter’s

How long have you been working at St Peter's? 
Two and a half years.

What does your job involve? 
Managing the day to day administrative operations at 
St Peter’s, from IT to site facilities, supporting 
volunteer groups and reviewing processes, working 
closely with Reg and Carolyn on making sure that St 
Peter’s building and community can function as 
effectively as possible.

What were you doing before you came to St Peter's? 
My career has covered arts and charity administration, 
event management and fundraising. Before coming to 
St Peter’s I worked at St Albans Cathedral for12 years, 
initially as PA to the Dean. For the last five years I also 
led the Cathedral Office team of three and was 
responsible for the Cathedral Diary and all event 
bookings, from regular services to major events such 
as the University of Hertfordshire Awards ceremonies 
and maintaining the schedule of activities during a major project of refurbishing the nave and re-building 
the organ.

Where did you go to school/study? 
I was brought up in St Albans, attended Fleetville Primary School and then St Albans High School for 
Girls. I studied Classics at St Hugh’s College, Oxford.

What do you like best about your job? 
The immense variety. No two days are ever the same. I enjoy the scale of St Peter’s meaning that I’ve 
been able to get to know so many volunteers and members of the congregation and work together on a 
more personal level. By developing sound administrative processes I can contribute to progressing St 
Peter’s mission and ministry and I get great satisfaction from playing my part in that.

What surprised you most about St. Peter's? 
All in a good way - the range of activities and people involved in doing them, the warm and welcoming 
atmosphere.

What do you value most about St Peter's?  
The positive attitude and openness of people to listen and consider different ways to reach the goals 
that St Peter’s wants to achieve. The high quality and range of our worship styles and tradition.

Newsletter Feedback

I’m keen to make The Newsletter as relevant as possible for everyone at St Peter’s - so whether 
you’ve got something to share about what you’ve been up to at St Peter’s, or a suggestion for 
something you’d like to see in these pages, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Please email 

rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com

mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
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How has the church changed since you have been here? 
Even in the short time I’ve been here, I think the church is more confident and outward-looking. As a 
‘Church for the City’ we’re increasingly developing our links with the city administration, businesses and 
local churches and we’re working hard to keep the church open all day, every day for anyone who may 
want to visit for whatever reason.

What do you think the future holds for the church? 
St Peter’s already contributes to the city initiatives to develop St Albans as a place to visit, live and work 
in and we are in a good place to benefit too. We are a major player in St Albans’ future – our beautiful 
building, churchyard, and prominent position in the cityscape make us a force to be reckoned with and 
we must embrace all these opportunities! In the diocese and wider church, St Peter’s open and liberal 
churchmanship and its striving for excellence in all that we do – worship, welcome, work with families 
and all community groups – is an example of the Christian teaching to love and serve God and our 
neighbour and we must maintain that open spirit.

Are you involved in the wider community? 
I’m a trustee of St Albans Cathedral Music Trust and secretary to the Fireworks committee that 
organises the big display each year at Verulamium Park.

In your spare time what do you like to do? 
I enjoy experimenting with food and drink in all senses! Trying a new real ale or a new recipe. I’m very 
interested in architecture and love visiting all kinds of buildings, from tiny Norman churches to country 
estates and 20th century modernist houses.

Name something you are passionate about? 
The Anglican choral music tradition. I believe passionately in the power of music to enhance our offering 
of praise and worship and that the English choral tradition is the best example of this. I love the 
Evensong canticles  - Ireland in F and Rubbra in A flat are particular favourites. (My family would say I 
have too many shoes!)

What don't you enjoy doing?  
At work - filing! Otherwise – driving.

Where would your ideal holiday be? 
I love opera and I would love to tour around Europe to see performances in the great opera houses, e.g. 
Milan, Venice, Berlin, plus the local wine and cuisine!

 
Is there anything further you would like to add?
I worship at the Abbey, which is my parish church, and volunteer there as Evensong sidesman and 
occasional steward for special services. 

Your Questions

In our next Newsletter we meet Charles King. Charles has just begun his training for ordained 
ministry at St Mellitus College, London, and this will involve him taking up a working ministry 

placement at St Peter’s over the next three years. Please send me any questions you would like him 
to answer (Email: rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com or 07969552118). Becky

mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
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Parenting Group Autumn 2015 
Monthly drop-in group for parents with children aged 1 - 6 years 

A great opportunity to discuss parenting techniques in a small group over a cup of tea 
or coffee.  

● Should I let my son watch TV whilst I cook the dinner?

● Tantrums all the time

● My toddler won’t eat vegetables!

● Sibling rivalry

● Copying the bad behaviour of friends

A few examples of issues parents on our previous parenting courses have faced. For 
three years we have been running our very successful parenting course. Due to its 
popularity we are starting a new parenting group this autumn. Open to anyone who is a 
parent or carer of children aged between one and six years old; the group will meet on 
a monthly drop-in basis. 

The first half an hour will be informal chat with refreshments, followed by an hour 
tackling a different parenting theme each week.  We will cover topics such as behaviours 
you don't like, encouraging your child, effective listening, quality time, talking and playing 
with your child and looking after yourself as a parent.  We will be following a mixture of 
parenting material using the books From Pram To Primary School by the Family Caring 
Trust and Parentalk by Care For The Family.

You are welcome to bring your child with you to the group. There will be a couple of 
volunteers to help look after the children, and toys, crafts and activities for them to play 
with. 

When: Friday mornings, 10-11:30am -16th Oct, 13th Nov, 11th Dec.

Where: The Octagon room, St Peter’s Church 

Cost: £2.00 per child including refreshments 

For more information please contact  
Becky Gillibrand (rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com or 07969 552118)
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Christmas Card Design Competition Results! 
Organised by the Friends of St Peter’s

Our Christmas card competition has now come to a close and been judged. Thank you to everyone 
who took part. We had some great entries and we are pleased to announce the winners.

Robin Blake (right) won the Under 12 category and Margaret Blake (centre) the Adult category. We 
will also be using an entry by Katherine Butler (left) for the Christmas service details cards. Many 
congratulations to them. 

The Christmas cards will be available to purchase by mid-October, so please bear this in mind when 
planning your families' requirements.

Katherine Butler Margaret Blake Robin Blake

A St Albans week of activities and events highlighting environmental sustainability kicks 
off on 21st November.  The week is backed by the City & District Council and jointly co-
ordinated by Transition St Albans and St Albans Friends of the Earth. The choice of date is 
deliberate as it is in the run up to the vitally important UN Global Climate Change 
Conference in Paris beginning on 30th November. 

Nearly 100 community organisations, schools, churches, businesses and cafes have signed 
up to support this week including St Peter’s. 

If you would like to be involved, I’d be delighted to hear from you. Please contact me, 
Helen Hutchison, St Albans Diocese Environment Officer (Email: 
environment@stalbans.anglican.org). 
For more information have a look at their website: http://sustainablestalbans.org

mailto:environment@stalbans.anglican.org
http://sustainablestalbans.org
mailto:environment@stalbans.anglican.org
http://sustainablestalbans.org
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 Community News

Every Newsletter will feature important events in the lives of members of the St Peter’s community. 
If you would like to share something you or your family have been up to, then let us know.  

Email: rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com

Community News 
Congratulations to Jenni and Philip Cable on the birth of Hannah Francesca, born 
on Wednesday 19th August at 6:44am weighing 6 pounds, 11.5 ounces. They are all 
doing well despite being a bit sleep deprived!

We celebrated Frank’s 90th birthday in July and marked the occasion with cake 
during Community Coffee time after the service on Sunday 25th July. 

On Sunday 6th September, at Evensong, Canon Margaret Tinsley was commissioned 
as our new Pastoral Chaplain and we also thanked Bernice as she stood down from 
her involvement with our bereavement ministry after 20 
years of committed service. In the morning 9:30am 
service Sarah Brandt was also commissioned as Messy 
Church Leader and Children’s Ministry Co-ordinator. 

In July we said goodbye to the Bell family. Despite being relatively new to St 
Peter’s, they were heavily involved in many aspects of church life from Junior 
Church, to choir, Friday@Five, the PCC, Parenting Group, Messy Church, 
Forest Church, etc, and had become central to the St Peter’s community. We 
also said goodbye to Jeanne Smith, whose artistic talents and energy have 
been much appreciated for many years. We gave thanks for them all, said 

prayers for them and will miss them greatly. We wish them all 
the very best for the future.

St Peter’s launched its official Facebook page in September where we will be 
advertising upcoming events at St Peter’s. Search for St Peter’s Church, St Albans on 
Facebook and Like our page to see what’s happening.

Finally, don’t forget the next Community Night is Wednesday 7th October at 7:15pm in the Octagon 
room. Our community evenings are a great way to meet and chat with others at St Peter’s, long-standing 
and new. Please do come along.

mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
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The Newsletter edited by Rebecca Gillibrand 
 E: rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com T: 07969 552118

01727 855485 | mail@stpeterschurch.uk.com | www.stpeterschurch.uk.com

St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Street, St Albans, AL1 3HG.

Recent Baptisms 

• Harriet Voirey Goldsmith
• Charlotte Grace Thomas
• Matilda Jane Busher
• Zoe Faith Cook
• Mia Louise Cook
• Toby Christopher Edwards Cook
• Albert Thomas Pepper
• Alexander Guss Bartholdi
• Isabel Rose Bartholdi 
• Emily Rose Turner
• Alexander Jacob James
• Christian Rolando Lenza
• Leonardo Hadley Lenza
• Matilda Daisy Eady
• Alexandra Isla Harford
• Samuel Alfred Joseph Oliver
• Emily Ann Bray
• Daisy Lucia Knapp 
• Lucy Elizabeth Back

• Nancy Mae Emily Owen
• Harriet Alice Brown 
• Nathaniel Neale Game
• Oliver James Lidgate
• Thomas Albert Grey
• Eleanor Charlotte Grey
• Max Richard Haylock
• Henry Casper Haylock 
• Stanley Fletcher Easton
• Kitty Grace Barnard

Recent Funerals 

• Catherine MacMurray 
• Gillian Thompson

• Eve Davis 
• Marise Michie

Recent Weddings 

• Gregg Wyatt and Joanna Blande

• Michael Humphreys-Davies and Monika Maarend

• Gary Jones and Jessica Bilaney

• Sam Windless and Carissa Kendall-Palmer

• Guy Jones and Angelita Jeyarajah

• Alastair Nicolau and Ramona Grigorescu

• Daniel Coene and Claire Hylan

mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
mailto:rebecca.gillibrand@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterschurch.uk.com
http://www.stpeterschurch.uk.com

